The Great Computer ChallengePRIVATE 

Internet: Web Page

Level III

March 24, 2001

BIG HINT: Want to win the Challenge?  The easiest way is to read these directions carefully and do what they say.  That is what winning teams have done in previous years.  The judges will penalize teams that do not

follow these directions!

Scenario
The 2002 election is coming, and your team has to design a web site for Steve Softmoney, the Centerist Party candidate for the US Senate for the Commonwealth of Virginia.  The objective of the web site is to provide voters with information about the candidate and his campaign, recruit volunteers and solicit donations.  The campaign slogan is "Follow Softmoney to Washington!" 

The campaign manager has supplied content for the web site on a single floppy disk containing:


Several text (.txt) files containing all the information you need for building the web site: Steve's biography, contact information, how to contribute money, a list of coordinators, Steve's stand on the issues, an invitation to volunteer to help, and a personal statement to the voters of Virginia.


.GIF and .JPG graphics files containing buttons, backgrounds, a picture of the candidate, and some assorted clip-art including bullets.

If your computer does not have a floppy drive, ask the judges or the monitors for a CD copy of the same files.


You must base your web site on the content and graphics provided.  


Your completed site should contain all the information supplied in the text files.  


You may change the wording or add text if you feel it improves the web site, but the information must all be present.   


You may organize the content in any way you wish - in fact an important criterion the judges will use is how well you divide the information into pages and organize the content.   Your site may contain as many pages as you feel necessary but at least three.  


You have enough graphics on the floppy disk to create a web site.  You do not have to use all the graphics.  You do not have to use any of them either.   


You may use or create up to 5 additional graphics if you wish, but you will not necessarily get credit for them.  This is not a computer graphics contest - there are other categories for that in the Great Computer Challenge. You may use each additional graphic several times, but it only counts as one graphic.  Using more than five additional graphics will lower your score significantly and may disqualify you from the competition. 


You may use your own clip art or backgrounds, but each counts as an additional graphic (see above.)  

HINT: First you should open all the files on the floppy disk to see what is available. 

NOTE:  The rules prohibit use of existing pages. The judging criteria include "Originality and creativity" so a team making extensive use of templates, software that "automatically" makes pages, or similar resources should expect to receive low evaluations on these criteria.

Required Elements
At least 3 separate linked web pages.  You may make as many pages as you like.

No more than five additional graphics (see above)

Consistent graphic design and menu/Navigation system.  You should include an easy way to get from one page to another, and back to the home page at any time.  You may also include certain information on every page. 

Your home page (the first one the visitor sees) should be named index.htm.  The visitor should be able to reach all other pages by starting at that page.  The judges will start at index.htm and explore your site from there. Leave your computer switched on and open at the home page when you have finished.

Optional Elements
You may use frames, Javascript, ActiveX scripting, client-side image maps or any other technologies if you wish, but you are not required to and will not necessarily receive credit for using them unless they enhance the quality of the site according to the judging criteria.  

Judging Criteria

The judges are looking for a clean, simple site that communicates the information supplied to you easily and effectively.

The judges will rank the entries according to the following criteria:


Adherence to the rules and the assignment above


Creativity and originality


Ease of navigation


Organization of information 


Visual appeal


Consistency of graphic design


Correct and appropriate use of HTML tags


Effective use of color and fonts

All criteria are weighed equally, with one exception: to ensure a level playing field, "Adherence to the rules and the assignment above" is most important.  See "Big Hint" above.

The judges can only evaluate what they can see.  If they cannot work your computer, open your web site or find your pages, you will be disqualified.  Again, leave your computer switched on and open at the home page when you have finished.

Each team will be supplied with a floppy disc.  Before judging starts, please copy all your finished HTML files onto that disc, together with graphics you have used.  In the event of equipment malfunction, the judges will attempt to view your site from that floppy on another machine, but do not guarantee that they will be able to do so.   Hand your floppy to a monitor or judge before you leave, and make sure it is labeled with the name of your school and teacher.  These floppies are not returnable and may be used as examples of successful entries on the web.

Questions
You will have an opportunity to ask questions about the assignment when the judges visit each room soon after the start of the contest.  The monitor cannot answer your questions after that.

Good luck, and enjoy the challenge!  Softmoney for Senate in 2002!
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